
Third Sunday of Lent

Today’s Readings: Exodus 20:1–17; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 
(John 6:68c); 1 Corinthians 1:22–25; John 2:13–25. “You 
shall not have other gods beside me. You shall not carve 
idols for yourselves   .   .   .   you shall not bow down before 
them and worship them.” Reading this line we might think 
of the idols that the Israelites made from gold and then wor-
shipped, excusing ourselves of such practices. And so when 
we examine our conscience, we might just skip the First 
Commandment. Perhaps, though, as we keep this season of 
Lent, we might want to dwell on this commandment, think-
ing over what is the most important thing in our life. Where 
do you put your time, thought, and money? It is easy to mold 
idols by what family, friends, and coworkers expect of us. It is 

much harder to keep our eyes on the vision that God desires.
The portrayal of the Temple as Passover nears in today’s 
Gospel shows us a marketplace, not a place where the com-
munity gathers to praise God. We can see here that the 
economy is an idol among the money changers and the mar-
keters in the Temple. Jesus drives them out in an effort to 
cleanse the Temple. Perhaps you would like to take time to 
examine what rules your life and ask Jesus to cleanse you. 
Our dependence should be on God, for it is in him that we 
find wisdom and strength. As the Second Reading states, 
“the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

Prayer for Cleansing
Lord God,
you sent your Son to show us the way 

to you.
In the Temple, Jesus demonstrated zeal 

for your house
as he purified it of those who wor-

shipped money.
During this holy season of Lent,
help us offer ourselves to you to 

be cleansed
of desires that are counter to your will.

As we travel through these forty days 
of Lent,

enlighten us as we seek to uncover 
and banish

the things that we hold as idols.
Instill in us the desire to be pure 

of heart,
forming our lives in praise and thanks-

giving to you.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, March 8, 2015
Law of Love



Reproducibles for Lent-Triduum-Easter 2015 

This Week at Home
Monday, March 9, 2015
St. Frances of Rome, Religious
Brought up in a religious household, St. Frances (1384–1440) 
wished early in life to become a nun. However, since she 
already had been promised in marriage, the convent was not 
an option. Throughout her marriage and while rearing her 
children, she nurtured her prayer life and acknowledged her 
dependence on God. While still married, she founded a reli-
gious group of women who devoted themselves to works of 
mercy, prayer, and reading. Do you try to find how God is 
calling you, no matter the circumstances of your lives? 
Today’s Readings: 2 Kings 5:1–15b; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 
(42:3); Luke 4:24 – 30.

Tuesday, March 10, 2015
Forgive as the Father Forgives
At the beginning of today’s Gospel, Jesus is clear that we 
cannot limit the number of times we forgive another. The end 
of the reading is especially telling. It notes that forgiveness 
must be from the heart. How do we forgive someone who has 
harmed us deeply over and over again? Perhaps we can start 
the process by acknowledging that God has forgiven our sins 
time after time. Many of us fall into patterns of sin that we 
commit repeatedly. Can we forgive that in another? Today’s 
Readings: Daniel 3:25, 34 – 43; Psalm 25:4 – 5ab, 6 and 7bc, 
8 – 9 (6a); Matthew 18:21– 35.

Wednesday, March 11, 2015
Humility as Greatness
Sometimes we may wonder if our leaders are able to walk 
their own path, perhaps not needing to follow the same rules 
as the rests of us. Today’s Gospel, though, speaks of great-
ness in terms of submitting to God’s will. It tells us that the 
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven are those who follow the 
Commandments and teach others to do the same. Humility, 
then, is an essential aspect of greatness. This Lent, you may 
want to consider the place humility has in your life. Today’s 
Readings: Deuteronomy 4:1, 5 – 9; Psalm 147:12 –13, 15 –16, 
19 – 20 (12a); Matthew 5:17–19.

Thursday, March 12, 2015
Walking with God
In today’s First Reading, we hear that the Israelites have 
ignored God’s request. God had asked for obedience and for 
the Israelites to walk as he commanded them. They have not 
obeyed God but have “walked in their own counsels.” It is 
easy to take our counsel from secular society, ignoring what 
we know God wants in our lives. How do you apply this 
reading to your life? Have you recently made decisions based 
only upon what you want and ignored what God might want 
in your life? Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 7:23 – 28; Psalm 
95:1– 2, 6 –7, 8 – 9 (8); Luke 11:14 – 23.

Friday, March 13, 2015
Reaching Our Neighbor 
with God’s Love
The Pharisees in today’s Gospel are testing Jesus to see if he 
correctly understands the law. Jesus teaches that the love of 
God comes first and the love of neighbor is firmly rooted in 
the love of God. The amount we are open to experiencing 
God’s love determines our ability to share love with our 
neighbor. Through us, God’s love radiates out, embracing his 
children. What are some concrete ways in which you are 
showing love to your neighbor during this season of Lent? 
Today’s Readings: Hosea 14:2 –10; Psalm 81:6c – 8a, 8bc – 9, 
10 –11ab, 14 and 17 (11 and 9a); Mark 12:28 – 34.

Saturday, March 14, 2015
God the Almighty
Have you ever wondered about the chance Jesus took when 
he told a parable in which he put down a religious leader and 
lifted up a public sinner? This parable speaks of the nature of 
prayer and our relationship with God. As we have seen in the 
other readings during this week, we are to come before God 
humbly. It is God who is mighty; it is God who is to be 
exalted. As the First Reading from Hosea states, “he will 
heal us.” Do you look to God as the one who cares for you, 
or do you rely on yourself? Today’s Readings: Hosea 6:1– 6; 
Psalm 51:3 – 4, 18 –19, 20 – 21ab (Hosea 6:6); Luke 18:9 –14.
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