


Parish Staff, Councils & Commission Chairs 

Weekend - Saturday:  5:00 pm               
         Sunday:    8:30 &  10:30 am  
   

Weekday - See “This Week at 
 Immaculate Conception” - Page 3 

 

Devotions - Rosary for World Peace/
Novena to Our Lady, Monday - 9:30 am    
Chaplet of Divine Mercy to end human 
trafficking, Thursday - 9:30 am 
Rosary, Devotion to the Sacred Heart,  
                         First Friday   
Fatima Rosary Devotion, 
           First Saturday - 3:30 pm  
 

Eucharistic Adoration -    
    First Friday,   9:45 am - 11:00 am  and 
    Tuesdays,       9:30 am - 10:30 am 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Bulletin requests must be emailed to the 
Bulletin Editor: tkruger@iccwilm.org, 
by 12:00 noon on Wednesdays, ten days 
in advance of the weekend of 
publication. All articles will run for three 
weeks, space allowing, and must have 
name, phone # of contact person, and 
dates requested to be in the bulletin. 
Articles must be limited to 100-150 
words and include the who, what, why, 
where and when. A summary/result 
article with facts and figures should be 
submitted within a week of the event’s 
completion. 
New Parishioners 
If you are new to Wilmington or to 
Immaculate Conception, we would like 
to take this opportunity to welcome you. 
We are an active and vibrant parish and 
ask, if you have decided to join us, that 
you will seriously consider giving of 
your time, talent, and treasure for the 
Lord’s work. Completion of an Interest 
Card, Parish Registration Form and 

attendance to a Welcome/Orientation/
Registration Event is part of active 
membership and provides you with 
parish mailings. Please find an Interest 
Card located in the pamphlet rack in the 
Gathering Area of the church. 

Infant Baptism: Celebrated monthly. 
Registered (minimum 3 months) and 
participating parishioners may schedule 
infant baptism after completion of a 
baptism preparation workshop and 
reception of godparent documents. 
Contact Gina Drost, Director of Faith 
Formation, at 910-791-1003, ext 112, 
preferably prior to the child’s arrival. 
*Children over 7 are not baptized as 
“infants.” Instead they are prepared to 
receive all 3 sacraments of initiation at a 
later date. 
To Be a Godparent/Sponsor:  for 
Baptism or Confirmation; you must be a 
registered, participating member for at 
least 6 months prior to requesting letter. 
 

1st Reconciliation & 1st Eucharist: 
Second grade is our Sacramental year for 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
First grade faith formation is a pre-
requisite for the second grade 
Sacramental year. We require four 
meetings for the parents/guardians of 
youth receiving these Sacraments. 
 

Confirmation: Confirmation in our 
Diocese is celebrated in the high school 
years, and is a two year process. 
Candidates may enroll in Level I as a 
freshman with immediate preparation 
and celebration of the sacrament in 
Level II the sophomore year. Steward-
ship opportunities and attendance to a 
Confirmation retreat are mandatory. 
 
 

Reconciliation: We celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/confession, 
normally, Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 pm in 
the Church’s Reconciliation Room. In 
addition, the sacrament is available by 
appointment. Please call the Parish Office 
to speak to the pastor. 
 

RCIA: Adults seeking Initiation into the 
Full Communion of the Catholic Church 
are invited to contact Gina Drost, 
gdrost@iccwilm.org or 791-1003, ext.112 
 

Matrimony: Only parishioners registered 
at ICC for at least 6 months may request 
to be married here. The couple must meet 
with a priest before setting a date and at 
least 6 months in advance of an 
anticipated wedding in order to complete 
the preparation process. All aspects of 
marriage planning requires the 
participation and approval of trained 
personnel. Contact: Claudia Sing, 
csing@iccwilm.org., 791-1003, ext. 100. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is 
seriously ill or who is anticipating surgery 
or an extended hospital stay or who is 
weakened because of a prolonged illness 
or advanced age is encouraged to call the 
Parish Office to receive the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Funerals: After a funeral director has 
been contacted but before any arrange-
ments have been made public, the funeral 
director will contact the Parish Office in 
order to arrange for funeral time and/or 
vigil service. All aspects of parish funeral 
liturgy planning requires the participation 
and approval of trained parish personnel. 
 

Vocations to Priesthood or Religious 
Life: Religious vocation as a priest, 
brother or sister, Fr. Michael Newman, 
OSFS, mnewman@oblates.us or 419-531-
1421, x231. Vocation to diocesan 
priesthood, please visit the Diocese of 
Raleigh’s Vocations website at 
dioceseofraleighvocations.org. 

Liturgies and Devotions 

Sacramental Life 

 Title           Staff Member  Phone  Number & Ext.       Email Address 
Business Manager         Michele Bean   910-791-1003, Ext. 105       mbean@iccwilm.org 
Director of Faith Formation        Gina Drost    910-791-1003, Ext. 112           gdrost@iccwilm.org 
Secretary/Bulletin Editor/Registration      Tracey Kruger  910-791-1003, Ext. 102       tkruger@iccwilm.org 
Youth Minister          Marie Marshall   910-791-1003, Ext. 110       mmarshall@iccwilm.org 
Pastor & Dean, Cape Fear Deanery    Rev. John McGee, OSFS, VF 910-791-1003, Ext. 106       jmcgee@iccwilm.org 
Director of Music               Andrea Reynolds  910-791-1003, Ext. 114       areynolds@iccwilm.org 
Office Manager          Claudia Sing  910-791-1003, Ext. 100       csing@iccwilm.org 
Treasury Assistants                               Johanna Hug & Chris Puritis 910-791-1003, Ext. 107 

Parish Finance Council 
 

Mike Bollinger, Chair 
Pete Bartel, Vice Chair 

Stephen Conroy 
Paul Dries 
Bob Smith 

Andrew Tomlin 

Commission Chairs  
 

 Fr. John McGee. OSFS (Liturgy) 
Michele Bean (Facilities) 

Gina Drost (Faith Formation) 
Bob Smith (Inreach) 

Janice Jordan (Outreach) 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
                      
  Aaron Bean, Chair  Matthew Simms, Vice Chair  
 

 Julie Bowling    Judy Chmielenski 
 

   Angela Zombek  
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This Week at Immaculate Conception 
 

There Are No Altar Flowers During Lent 
 

Sunday, March 24 - Palm Sunday of the 
    Passion of the Lord 

 8:30 am   Liturgy, Living & Deceased of Immaculate 
    Conception 

10:30 am    Liturgy, Paul Bellm 
Procession Begins in the Courtyard 
No Faith Formation or Activities 

 
Monday, March 25, 2024 

No Rosary/Novena 
 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024 

No Eucharistic Adoration 
 
Wednesday, March 27, 2024 

NO LITURGY 
Church Offices Close at 1:00 PM 

         

Thursday, March 28 - Liturgy of the Lord’s 
 Supper and Washing of the Feet 

7:00 pm    Liturgy, Robert & Ruby Ferroli 
Church Offices Closed 

 
Friday, March 29 - Passion of the Lord 

12:00-2:30pm  Silent Meditation 
3:00 pm     Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

Church Offices Closed 
 

Saturday, March 30 - Holy Saturday 
No Reconciliation 

8:00 pm    Liturgy, Edward & Eleanor McGee 
Easter Vigil Begins in the Courtyard 

 
Sunday, March 31 - Easter Sunday of the 
  Resurrection of the Lord 

 8:30 am   Liturgy, Eleanor Cleary 
10:30 am    Liturgy, Living & Deceased Members of 
    Immaculate Conception 

No Faith Formation or Activities 
 
 

Liturgical Color for March 30 & 31 is White 

 
 

Sanctuary Candle 
 

A 14-day Sanctuary Candle will burn in 
memory of Marcia Ann Stempien, and 

was donated by Leonard Norris. 

 

Stewardship - A Way of Life 
Following “God’s Plan for Giving” 

 

Stewardship of Treasure Report   
     

            March 16 & 17, 2024  
 
  

Envelopes      168 (Envelopes)           $  7,249.00 
e-Giving      60                               $  2,085.00 
Loose Check    41 (Checks)                       $   2,426.00 
Identifiable Contributions                     $11,760.00 
Loose Cash                                              $  1,564.00 
Total Contributions                                     $13,324.00 
 
 

 

Offertory/1st Collection: 
Annual Budget: July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024                                                                                

                   $1,001,640.00 
 
8 

Total Collected YTD: July 1– Mar 17, 2024 
          $ 804,405.29

Please Note: 
 

The Church Offices will close at 1:00 PM on 
Wednesday, March 27, and remain closed 

through Monday, April 8. Offices will reopen 
to the public on Tuesday, April 9, at  

9:00 AM. 

Holy Land Collection 

 
Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps 
Christians in the Holy Land. Your support helps the 
church to minister in parishes, provide Catholic 
schools and offer religious education. The Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the 
sacred shrines and provides humanitarian aid to 
Christian refugees. When you contribute to this 
collection  you become an instrument of peace and 
join with Catholics around the world in solidarity 
with the Church in the Holy Land. 
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“Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do 
with the man whom you call King of the Jews? 

And they cried out again, ‘Crucify him.’”
(Mark 15:12-13)

Jesus told us ‘whatever you do for the least of my 
brothers, you do for me.’ Every day we are presented 
opportunities to help someone. Every day we have the 
opportunity to see the face of Jesus in others and to be 
the face of Jesus to others. Every day we pass by 
someone in need. Pray for the strength and courage to 
be the answer to someone’s prayer.

Stewardship Reflection

Welcome Events

Welcome/Orientation/Registration Events
New to the area? Want to join ICC? 
Pick up an Interest Card in the 
pamphlet rack in the Gathering Area, 
fill it out and return to the church 
office, then attend one of the listed 

Welcome / Orientation / Registration Events. The 
events are on Saturday mornings, 9:00 am-10:45 am 
(refreshments available at 9:00 am).

 The Next Welcome Events

         May 11, 2024            June 1, 2024

The Help Center Needs

The Help Center Food Donations
The following items are needed in March 2024:

March   3 Chef Boyardee
March 10 Canned fruit
March 17 Small bags of rice
March 24 Pasta sauce
March 31 Beans (not green)

Any other packaged or canned food items or toiletries 
are gratefully accepted. Thank you so much for your 
continued generosity.

Chrism Mass

The Chrism Mass for the Diocese of 
Raleigh will take place at the Holy Name of 
Jesus Cathedral in Raleigh, NC, on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 10:30 am. All 
are welcome to attend.

Note: Attendees are responsible for their 
transportation to and from the Liturgy.

Priests Welfare & Retirement

Diocesan Bishops provide financial and housing 
support for retired diocesan and religious order priests 
in accordance with the gospel. Many of our priests 
retire after 40 or 50 years of active ministry, far 
exceeding the typical years worked in most 
professions. Because our priests are paid a modest 
stipend during their active ministry, their 
corresponding Social Security benefit upon retirement 
is extremely small compared to workers with similar 
years of service. This fund provides additional 
resources for these priests.

Our parish is staffed by the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales, who receive a portion of these funds for their 
retirement. The cost of this financial support is 
allocated among all parishes of the diocese. Parishes 
meet this required goal through 2nd collections, 
paying any remaining balance from its operating 
budget. This special collection will be taken up next 
weekend, March 30 & 31. We thank you in advance 
for your generous support.

Diocesan Second Collection
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All are reminded to dress with  
reverence and respect as they come 

to the liturgy all year long. 

College Scholarship for Future Saints 

Cape Fear Deanery parishes, with Knights of 
Columbus Msgr. Christopher Dennen Assembly 2017 
administrative support, will be awarding $4,000 Gold 
award, $3,000 Silver award, and $2,000 Bronze, plus 
$1,000 across Honorable Mentions, award 
scholarships to Catholic students enrolling for the first 
time in a college or university beginning in Fall 2024. 
The student must demonstrate academic proficiency 
for college admission and identify some service to 
church, school, or their local community. The winners 
will be discerned by the Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship for Future Saints Committee members. 

To apply for the scholarship, a student must fill out a 
one-page application, write an essay on the spiritual 
journey of a saint, and provide the requested 
biographical information. The application is available 
on our parish website and social media or can be 
obtained by emailing the Scholarship Chairman at 
scholarship@kofc2017.org . Applications must be 
emailed by May 30, 2024. 

K of C Scholarship 

Reasons to sign up for e-Giving 
 

*No need to write checks or bring cash to church.
*More secure than checks.
*Peace-of-mind knowing that the church is receiving

your  contribution even if you are unable to attend.
*All contributions are recorded for you on your bank
statement with date of settlement.

Immaculate Conception Church offers an electronic 
option for making regular offerings by debiting 
automatically from your checking or savings account 
or credit card. Our e-Giving program offers 
convenience for you and much-needed donation 
consistency for our parish. Contact Michele Bean, 
mbean@iccwilm.org., 910-791-1003, ext. 105. 

Divine Mercy Celebration 

Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration 
April 7, 2024 at 3:00pm 

St. Stanislaus Catholic Church, 
4849 Castle Hayne Rd., 

Castle Hayne, NC 

As the official Host of the Divine Mercy Devotion 
of the Cape Fear Deanery, all are invited to attend 
our Celebration on April 7th, 2024, at 3:00 pm.  

We are proud to have the Knights of Columbus from 
the Cape Fear Deanery to serve as Honor Guard to 
our Celebration.  

Following our devotion, everyone is invited to enjoy 
a delicious luncheon of fried chicken and pulled 
pork in our Parish Hall.  Everyone is encouraged to 
bring a side dish or dessert to share for this 
enjoyable meal. 

What a wonderful day of worship and fellowship 
with parishioners from the whole Cape Fear 
Deanery! 

Please call 910-675-2336 with any questions. 



    Page Eleven      Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc      March 24, 2024  



     Page Twelve     Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc     March 24, 2024

Herbert Aiken
Charles Babinski
Drew Baker
Marley Basurto
Gail Bean
Carol Bigwood
Lorraine Biml
Iliana Bouneva
Barry & Teresa Brighten
Christopher Brooks
Tony Casiere
John Clavin
Eva Congleton
Susan Craig
Margaret Deaton
Marion DeCoursey
Patrick Delaney
Leslie Dixon
Kathy Driscoll
Carol Dubin
Kathleen Estep
AC Everett
Judy Faulk
Eleanor Flannery
Robert Flavin
Brenda Floyd
Jennifer Freeman
Walt & Mary Gable
Keira Gibson
Sandy Greggs
Dale Guy
Don & Gloria Harris
Maureen Hayes
Louise Hebert
James Hinson
Sandra Hobbs
Anthony Jenkins
Barbara Jezek
J.J. Jones
Denise Kassem
Ken Keith
Lauren Kelly
Addison LaCourse
Robert LaGoe
Tracy Langone
Eileen Lavelle
Christine Levy
Mildred Lowrance
Margaret Lupton
Nicholas Lusk
John Lyons
Gregg Lysaght
Erin Mabry

The Maney Family
Petar Manolev
Frankie  Marcinkiewicz
Teri Massey
Kenneth May
Connie Mercier
Ernest & Margie Messing
Diane Miller
Chris Moore
Irene Muccia
Kyle Muccia
Ernie Munoz
Maurice Murphy
Joanne McAteer
Barbara McCann
Denise McGee
Gerald McGovern
Josephine McGovern
Joan McKillop
Ann Noack
Kelly O’Connor
Edward & Sharon O’Neill
Joanne Owens
John Paulhus
Debra Paulson
Martin Plage, Jr.
Lexie Queen
Anne-Marie Regan
Susan Reynolds
Melanie Ryan
Kerri Schafer
Vivian Scharver
Jonathan Schoo
Beatrice Schultz
Rita & Ralph Seidl
Susan Self
David Stiver
Cynthia & Paul Streb
Bill Sunseri
Marieange Tribie
Pat Tyson
Jack Walsh
T. Michael Werner
John Weisenreider
Richard Weisenreider
Stephen Weisenreider
Anita Wynn

Prayer Matters
Please remember the following people in your  prayers:

Names will remain on the list for one month from time 
of request. Please call the office if you wish to renew.

The Catholic faithful use palm branches 
at Mass on Palm Sunday and bring them home 
for devotional purposes. Palm Sunday is the 
popular name for the Sunday before Easter, 
though its full title is Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 
Passion. Two Gospel passages are proclaimed at 
Mass that day: One tells of people waving 
branches or spreading cloaks to welcome Jesus 
in triumph to Jerusalem, and the other tells of his 
passion and death.

Any branches may be used in the liturgy, 
but parishes usually provide palm branches, as 
mentioned in John’s gospel (12:13). The faithful 
hold them at the beginning of the Mass for the 
blessing and procession.

After Mass, people may bring the 
branches home as a sacramental. Various 
customs have developed. Some place branches 
behind a wall-mounted crucifix or other religious 
image.  Others cleverly fold them into crosses. 
Still others incorporate blessed branches into 
improvised prayers for protection during harmful 
weather.

Used palm branches are burned the 
following year, and the ashes are placed on the 
heads of the faithful on Ash Wednesday. Some 
parishes burn their own ashes. People who wish 
to dispose of old palm branches may offer them 
back for burning or dispose of them at home in 
some reverent manner.

Palm branches appear in religious art as a 
symbol of martyrdom. In the Book of Revelation 
(7:9), a great multitude praises God with palm 
branches in hand. In the apocryphal gospel of 
pseudo-Matthew (20-21), a palm tree 
miraculously bends over to nourish the Holy 
Family on the flight into Egypt, and an angel 
plants one of its branches in paradise, making the 
palm a sign of victory in any contest.

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. 
#170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505.

Palms
 by   Paul Turner
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Making a Memorable Holy Week 
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Imagine Dennis Hobbs
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INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Kathy Zechello

kzechello@jppc.net
(774) 245-9057

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M I

B U S I N E S S B U S I N E S S 
O W N E RO W N E R

PARISHIONERPARISHIONER
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

W o n d e r i n g  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t ?W o n d e r i n g  w h e r e  t o  s t a r t ?

w w w .

FindingFABER
. c o m

V I S I TV I S I T V I S I TV I S I T

N e e d  h e l p ? 
e m a i l  c o n t a c t @ f i n d i n g f a b e r . c o m

o r  c a l l  8 7 7 - 2 1 2 - 9 9 0 8

Your continued support has not gone 
unnoticed by your parish community and 

is SO appreciated!

to our bulletin 
sponsors for their 
suppo   during the past year! 

WORSHIP

WITH US
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Shutters • Shades • Draperies
Awnings • Closets • Garage Organization

5747 Oleander Dr., Wilmington, NC
910-602-1648

www.Aff ordableBlindsAndMore.com
www.Aff ordableClosetsAndMore.com

ROGER LANDSCAPES
Lawn Maintenance

Pruning & Shrub Trimming
Call Roger at

Cell 910-799-1729
or 910-269-9224

stretton@charter.net

MEDICARE MADE EASY
MICHAEL

SHARKEY INSURANCE
“Increase your estate value at no cost”

910-619-3317
Member of K of C

Supporter of Immaculate Conception Church

Dr. Brian P. Ford
Family Dentistry (Parishioner)

3418 South College Rd., Wilmington, NC 28412
(Pine Valley Area)

910-791-8770
Welcoming New Paients

“Where Locals Go for the Best Pizza & Italian Food!”
Dine In • Take Out • Local Delivery 

Let Us Cater Your Family Events... Willie Beasley, Owner Monkey Junction

15% OFF

5932 Carolina Beach Rd. ( Next to Eggs Up Grill)
Less than 4 miles from Snow’s Cut Bridge

910-792-0000
AntoniosPizzaPastaNC.com

1617 Market St.,Wilmington NC 28401
910-762-7788 | www.andrewsmortuary.com

910-389-2249 “Proud supporter of ICC “

PRESSURE WASHING |  GUT TER CLEANING

WE BUY LOTS!
WE BUY OLDER HOMES!

OWN A LOT & LOOKING TO BUILD A CUSTOM HOME?
CONTACT US.

910-520-5056
richardwallacebuilder.com

Terry Greer, President/Owner
C: 910-264-9989 | tgreer@cbsroofingpros.com

Residential, Commercial
New Construction & Remodels

1322 N. Lake Park Blvd., Unit1

Carolina Beach, NC
O: 910-458-8587 | www.cbsroofingpros.com

Aff ordable Collision
Paul Gabriele, Parishioner

3533 Carolina Beach Rd.
Wilmington NC 28412
Phone (910) 799-7891

Aff ordableCollision@hotmail.com

For All Your Remodeling
919-868-2057

www.dmlsidingandwindows.com

RANDY BLACK
HOME IMPROVEMENTS EST. 1997

Proud Supporter of
Immaculate Conception

(910) 233-4201

Carolina
Premier

Properties

Angie Greer
Broker/REALTOR®
123 Harper Avenue
Carolina Beach, NC 28428
O: 910.458.3739
C: 910.508.1486
agreer@bhhscpp.com
www.bhhscpp.com
A member of the franchise system 
of BHH Affi  liates, LLC

ED’S
WOODCRAFT

Custom Trim Work
Finish Carpentry

& Cabinetry
516-695-9591

~ Diocese Member ~

P L E A S E P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !P L E A S E  P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !

B U I L D  Y O U R B U I L D  Y O U R 
C O M M U N I T YC O M M U N I T Y
- Shop Local -
- Shop Small -

rethink
rebuild
rejoice

F R E EDOWNLOAD!
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