


Parish Staff, Councils & Commission Chairs 

 
Weekend - Saturday:  5:00 pm               

         Sunday:    8:30 &  10:30 am  
   

Weekday - See “This Week at 
 Immaculate Conception” - Page 3 

 

Devotions - Rosary for World Peace/
Novena to Our Lady, Monday - 9:30 am    
Chaplet of Divine Mercy to end human 
trafficking, Thursday - 9:30 am 
Rosary, Devotion to the Sacred Heart,  
                         First Friday   
 

Eucharistic Adoration -    
    First Friday,   9:45 am - 11:00 am  and 
    Tuesdays,       9:30 am - 10:30 am 
 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Bulletin requests must be emailed to the 
Bulletin Editor: tkruger@iccwilm.org, 
by 12:00 noon on Wednesdays, ten days 
in advance of the weekend of 
publication. All articles will run for three 
weeks, space allowing, and must have 
name, phone # of contact person, and 
dates requested to be in the bulletin. 
Articles must be limited to 100-150 
words and include the who, what, why, 
where and when. A summary/result 
article with facts and figures should be 
submitted within a week of the event’s 
completion. 
New Parishioners 
If you are new to Wilmington or to 
Immaculate Conception, we would like 
to take this opportunity to welcome you. 
We are an active and vibrant parish and 
ask, if you have decided to join us, that 
you will seriously consider giving of 
your time, talent, and treasure for the 
Lord’s work. Completion of an Interest 
Card, Parish Registration Form and 

attendance to a Welcome/Orientation/
Registration Event is part of active 
membership and provides you with 
parish mailings. Please find an Interest 
Card located in the pamphlet rack in the 
Gathering Area of the church. 

Infant Baptism: Celebrated monthly. 
Registered (minimum 3 months) and 
participating parishioners may schedule 
infant baptism after completion of a 
baptism preparation workshop and 
reception of godparent documents. 
Contact Gina Drost, Director of Faith 
Formation, at 910-791-1003, ext 112, 
preferably prior to the child’s arrival. 
*Children over 7 are not baptized as 
“infants.” Instead they are prepared to 
receive all 3 sacraments of initiation at a 
later date. 
To Be a Godparent/Sponsor:  for 
Baptism or Confirmation; you must be a 
registered, participating member for at 
least 6 months prior to requesting letter. 
 

1st Reconciliation & 1st Eucharist: 
Second grade is our Sacramental year for 
First Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 
First grade faith formation is a pre-
requisite for the second grade 
Sacramental year. We require four 
meetings for the parents/guardians of 
youth receiving these Sacraments. 
 

Confirmation: Confirmation in our 
Diocese is celebrated in the high school 
years, and is a two year process. 
Candidates may enroll in Level I as a 
freshman with immediate preparation 
and celebration of the sacrament in 
Level II the sophomore year. Steward-
ship opportunities and attendance to a 
Confirmation retreat are mandatory. 
 
 

Reconciliation: We celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/confession, 
normally, Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 pm in 
the Church’s Reconciliation Room. In 
addition, the sacrament is available by 
appointment. Please call the Parish Office 
to speak to the pastor. 
 

RCIA: Adults seeking Initiation into the 
Full Communion of the Catholic Church 
are invited to contact Gina Drost, 
gdrost@iccwilm.org or 791-1003, ext.112 
 

Matrimony: Only parishioners registered 
at ICC for at least 6 months may request 
to be married here. The couple must meet 
with a priest before setting a date and at 
least 6 months in advance of an 
anticipated wedding in order to complete 
the preparation process. All aspects of 
marriage planning requires the 
participation and approval of trained 
personnel. Contact: Claudia Sing, 
csing@iccwilm.org., 791-1003, ext. 100. 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is 
seriously ill or who is anticipating surgery 
or an extended hospital stay or who is 
weakened because of a prolonged illness 
or advanced age is encouraged to call the 
Parish Office to receive the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Funerals: After a funeral director has 
been contacted but before any arrange-
ments have been made public, the funeral 
director will contact the Parish Office in 
order to arrange for funeral time and/or 
vigil service. All aspects of parish funeral 
liturgy planning requires the participation 
and approval of trained parish personnel. 
 

Vocations to Priesthood or Religious 
Life: Religious vocation as a priest, 
brother or sister, Fr. Michael Newman, 
OSFS, mnewman@oblates.us or 419-531-
1421, x231. Vocation to diocesan 
priesthood, please visit the Diocese of 
Raleigh’s Vocations website at 
dioceseofraleighvocations.org. 

Liturgies and Devotions 

Sacramental Life 

 Title           Staff Member  Phone  Number & Ext.       Email Address 
Business Manager         Charlie DaVolio   910-791-1003, Ext. 105       cdavolio@iccwilm.org 
Director of Faith Formation        Gina Drost    910-791-1003, Ext. 112           gdrost@iccwilm.org 
Secretary/Bulletin Editor/Registration     Tracey Kruger  910-791-1003, Ext. 102       tkruger@iccwilm.org 
Youth Minister          Marie Marshall   910-791-1003, Ext. 110       mmarshall@iccwilm.org 
Pastor & Dean, Cape Fear Deanery    Rev. John McGee, OSFS, VF 910-791-1003, Ext. 106       jmcgee@iccwilm.org 
Director of Music               Andrea Reynolds  910-791-1003, Ext. 114       areynolds@iccwilm.org 
Office Manager          Claudia Sing  910-791-1003, Ext. 100       csing@iccwilm.org 
Treasury Assistants                               Johanna Hug & Chris Puritis 910-791-1003, Ext. 107 

Parish Finance Council 
 

Pete Bartel, Chair 
Stephen Conroy 

Paul Dries, Vice Chair 
Connor Duncan 

Bob Smith 
Andrew Tomlin 

Commission Chairs  
 

 Fr. John McGee. OSFS (Liturgy) 
Charlie DaVolio (Facilities) 
Gina Drost (Faith Formation) 

Mary Swack (Inreach) 
Position Open (Outreach) 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
                      
  Matthew Simms, Chair  Julie Bowling, Vice Chair  
 

 Mike LaBruno    Caroline Paulhus 
 

  Susan Taylor      Angela Zombek  
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This Week at Immaculate Conception 
 

The Altar Flowers Were Provided by All 
Who Donated to the Christmas Flower 

Fund 
 
 

Sunday, December 21—4th Sunday of 
     Advent 

    8:30 am   Liturgy, Ann Bennett 
10:30 am   Liturgy, Mohamed Jaziri 
  2:30-3:30 The Athanasius Center, DFFC 

No Faith Formation Today 
 
Monday, December 22, 2025 

Church Offices Closed for the Christmas Holiday 
No Rosary/Activities 

 
Tuesday, December 23, 2025 

Church Offices Closed for the Christmas Holiday 
No Adoration/Activities 

 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 

3:00 pm  Liturgy, Edward & Eleanor McGee 
6:00 pm  Liturgy, The Block & Messing Families 
         

Thursday, December 25—Christmas Day, 
   Nativity of the Lord 

10:00 am   Liturgy, Barry LaPrise 
 
Friday, December 26, 2025 

Church Offices Closed for the Christmas Holiday 
No Adoration/Activities 

 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 
5:00 pm    Liturgy, John ‘J.J.’ & Margie Jones 

NO RECONCILIATION TODAY 
 
Sunday, December 28—The Holy Family of 
  Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

    8:30 am   Liturgy, Patrice Magalon 
10:30 am   Liturgy, Stephen & Helen Joy 
  No Faith Formation or Athanasius Center Today 
 
 

Liturgical Color for December 27 & 28 is White 

 
 
 
 

 

Sanctuary Candle 
 

A 14-day Sanctuary Candle will burn in 
memory of Jack Brady, and was 

donated by Dolores & Sal Sgambatti. 

 

Stewardship - A Way of Life 
Following “God’s Plan for Giving” 

 

Stewardship of Treasure Report                  

 
Because of early submission of our bulletin due 

to the holiday deadlines, the offertories for 
December 13 & 14 will appear in the bulletin for 

the weekend of December 27 & 28. 
  

Sorry for any inconvenience. 
 
 

Please Note: 
 

The Church Offices will close at 4:00 PM on 
Friday, December 19, and remain closed 

through Friday, January 2. Offices will reopen 
to the public on Monday, January 5, at  

9:00 AM. 

Thank You From the Staff of ICC 
 

The Staff of Immaculate Conception Parish  
extends to everyone our thanks for all the cards, 

good wishes, goodies and gifts during this  
Blessed Christmas Season and especially for  

your stewardship of Time, Talent, and  
Treasure throughout the year. 

 
Charlie DaVolio   Gina Drost 

Tracey Kruger  
    Marie Marshall    Chris Puritis 
Andrea Reynolds    Claudia Sing 

  Fr. John McGee, OSFS    
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“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took his wife into 

his home.”
(Matthew 1:24)

Putting our complete trust in the Lord without 
expecting anything in return. Striving to put God first 
in all things and follow Him wherever He may lead 
us. Joseph was a model of these pillars of our faith. 
As we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the 
strength and courage to be a model of discipleship, 
just as Joseph was.

Stewardship ReflectionWelcome Events

Welcome/Orientation/Registration Events
New to the area? Want to join ICC? 
Pick up an Interest Card in the 
pamphlet rack in the Gathering Area, 
fill it out and return to the church 
office, then attend one of the listed 

Welcome / Orientation / Registration Events. The 
events are on Saturday mornings, 9:00 am-10:45 am 
(refreshments available at 8:30 am).

                        The Next Welcome Events

         January 10, 2026
March 7, 2026 June 6, 2026

The Help Center Needs

The Help Center Food Donations
The following items are needed in December 2025:

December 7 Cereal
December 14 Boxes of mac and cheese
December 21 Peanut butter to go cups
December 28 Small jars of mayonnaise

Any other packaged or canned food items or 
toiletries are gratefully accepted, especially 
small or single-serving and easy to open items.  
Thank you so much for your continued   
  generosity.

Weekly Laundry Service

Since mid-July, Catholic Charities’ Cape Fear Office 
has been offering weekly laundry services to the 
unsheltered community through its mobile laundry 
trailer, equipped with six full-sized washers and 
dryers. The laundry trailer offers more than just clean 
clothes—it restores a sense of dignity, humanity, and 
hope to unsheltered individuals. By providing access 
to fresh laundry in a safe, welcoming space, it helps 
people feel seen, respected, and cared for. It’s a simple 
act with a powerful impact. To volunteer with the 
laundry trailer or other Catholic Charities outreach 
programs, text VOLUNTEER to 910-550-0355.

Catholic Charities Volunteer Opportunities
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Christmas Flowers Offering
Every year Immaculate Conception 
depends on the generosity of our 
parishioners to give memorial 
donations to cover our Christmas 
flowers and decorations. Please drop 
your Christmas Flower Offering 

envelope, found in your envelope packets, in the 
1st collection basket. As our “thank you” we will 
remember your loved ones at our liturgies 
throughout the Christmas season. 

*If you donate to the Christmas Flower Offering
by e-Giving, type up your loved ones’ names in
an email and send them to the parish secretary
at tkruger@ iccwilm.org.

Christmas Flowers Offering

Please Keep in Your Prayers Our 
Youth Who Made Their First 

Reconciliation on:

Thursday, December 11, 2025

Hudson Corbett
Luciano Crudeli
Matthew Eber
Victoria Kelly

Luca Spytkowski

Christmas Cards for Denise

Spread Some Christmas Cheer

If you would like to send a Christmas card to Fr. 
John’s sister, Denise, please make sure to drop or 
send it to us here at ICC by December 19th  so that 
Fr. John can send all of them to Denise to enjoy this 
Christmas season.

Denise has so enjoyed the cards that were sent to 
her in the past, and we know that she would love to 
hear from her ICC family this Christmas. When 
writing out your cards, please make sure to PRINT 
your name, as Denise has difficulty reading cursive. 

Thank you for sharing the spirit of Christmas with 
Denise! 

Priests Welfare & Retirement
Diocesan Bishops provide financial and housing 
support for retired diocesan and religious order priests 
in accordance with the gospel. Many of our priests 
retire after 40 or 50 years of active ministry, far 
exceeding the typical years worked in most 
professions. Because our priests are paid a modest 
stipend during their active ministry, their 
corresponding Social Security benefit upon retirement 
is extremely small compared to workers with similar 
years of service. This fund provides additional 
resources for these priests.

Our parish is staffed by the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales, who receive a portion of these funds for their 
retirement. The cost of this financial support is 
allocated among all parishes of the diocese. Parishes 
meet this required goal through 2nd collections, 
paying any remaining balance from its operating 
budget. This special collection will be taken up on 
December 24 & 25. We thank you in advance for 
your generous support.

Diocesan Second Collection
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All are reminded to dress with 
reverence and respect as they come 

to the liturgy all year long.
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Catholic Daughters News

Catholic Daughters Christmas Cookie Sale
Members of the Catholic Daughters , Court #2444, 
thank the parishioners of Immaculate Conception 
Church for their generous support of our bake sale 
held on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
We also extend our appreciation to Fr. John and his 
staff. Sales of baked goods and donations totaled 
$1,216.

Our monthly meetings are held at 9:45 AM on the 
second Friday of each month in the DeSales Faith 
Formation Center. All women of the parish are 
cordially invited to attend.

We wish all a blessed Christmas and a happy, 
healthy 2026!

Your Year-End Gift is a Blessing to ICC
On behalf of our entire ICC community 
and everyone we serve throughout the 

year, I thank you once again for the many 
lives you have touched and all the good 

you have accomplished with your kindness and 
generosity. I can’t repeat enough how grateful I am for 

your faith and friendship. We are partners in Living 
Jesus for the sake of God’s Kingdom!

As You Consider Your Year-end 
Charitable Giving

Please know how deeply blessed we are to be 
remembered in your plans. 

Your year-end generosity means so much to us!
Thank you for your love and compassion! May the 

divine light of our Infant Savior shine upon 
you  this Christmas Season and always!

Fr. John

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Love
This isn’t love in the abstract sense. This is love as 
tangible and true as a baby in the hay—a new 
member of the family. God’s love for you invites you 
to be family. God’s love for you invites you to call 
God your Daddy.

“When the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, so that we might receive 
adoption as children.”.
–Galatians 4:4-5

Sacred Heart Men’s Group
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Prayer Matters 
Please remember the following people in your  prayers: 

Names will remain on the list for one month from time 
of request. Please call the office if you wish to renew. 

Herbert Aiken 
Margaret Ager 
Kelly Avgerinos 
Denise Barnes 
Marley Basurto 
Iliana & Maria Bouneva 
Lee Bowling 
Barry & Teresa Brighten 
Julie & John Bussi 
The Casiere Family 
John Clavin 
Christine Coco 
Eva Congleton 
Bronwyn Conner 
Joe Craig 
Margaret Deaton 
Marion DeCoursey 
Bertha Dennard 
Leslie Dixon 
Judith Dreisbach 
Kathy Driscoll 
Skip & Charlotte Fairall 
Robert Flavin 
Jennifer Freeman 
Mary Gable 
Randy Gainey 
Jim Gallagher 
Keira Gibson 
Donna Glisson 
Brenda Grainger & Family 
Sandy Greggs 
Lisa Plarre Griffith 
Maureen Hayes 
Sandra Hobbs 
Linda Hogan 
Ruth Hohmann 
Marcia Horvath 
Pam Hults 
Ann & Don Hutton 
Dan Janusek 
Theresa Jeffers 
Denise Kassem 
Tom Lakas 
Tracy Langone 
Gene Laskowski 
Riley Liberati 
Darryl Lindner 
Margaret Lupton 
Dianne Lusk 
Nicholas Lusk 
John Lyons 
Julia Macdougal 
The Maney Family 

Petar Manolev 
Frankie  Marcinkiewicz 
Sonia Martin 
Jason Massad 
Teri Massey 
Mary Meloni 
Connie Mercier 
CJ Miley 
Diane Miller 
Chris Moore 
Irene & Kyle Muccia 
Carole Mueller 
Joanne McAteer 
Barbara McCann 
Ed McCann 
Leah McDaniel 
Denise McGee 
Joseph McGowan 
Joan McKillop 
Loretta McManus 
Anne Obermeyer 
Edward O’Neill 
Joanne Owens 
John Paulhus 
Debra Paulson 
Tristan Pinner 
Natalina Pittari 
Martin Plage, Jr. 
Christine Ponzio 
Lexie Queen 
Alice Radewicz 
Jeff Raliski 
Susan Reynolds 
Ken Rowe 
Tom Russell 
Jonathan Schoo 
Beatrice Schultz 
Rita & Ralph Seidl 
Susan Self 
Bob Smith 
Fr. Greg Spencer 
Lorraine Stattel 
Cynthia & Paul Streb 
Hailey Strong 
Christopher Swan 
The Teideken Family 
Mike Temple 
Marieange Tribie 
Jack Walsh 
John Weisenreider 
Diane Wiegand 
Jim Wirth 
Whitey Wood 

 The Athanasius Center 
 

The Athanasius Center 
Did you know that we have a 
Catholic ministry that welcomes 
people of all religious 
denominations to gather and 
discuss theological topics 
impacting personal and global 

life? We are The Athanasius Center, and we welcome 
you to join us to share and explore ideas. All men and 
women, ages 18 and up, are welcome. We meet on 
Sundays from 2:30—3:30 pm in the DeSales Faith 
Formation Center, located on the campus of 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. 

For more information, please email or text us: 

Oliver Galbraith: olivergalbraith@gmail.com or 
text 910-619-3933 

Julianna Breit:  julianna.breit@gmail.com or text 
at 910-338-8802 

You can also find us on social media: 

Instagram Name: athanasius_center 
Whatsapp QR code:  

Besides our Sunday meetings, the Athanasius Center also 
offers the following activities, which are hosted at the 
homes of participating members: 

Book Club: Christianity Through the Centuries - 1st 
 Friday of the Month at 7:00PM 

Bible Study: 3rd Friday of the Month at 7:00PM 



 Page Eleven    Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc     December 21, 2025 



 Page Twelve    Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc    December 21, 2025  



Page Thirteen   Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc    December 21, 2025  



Page Fourteen   Download our Mobile App at www.parishsolutionsco.com/icc   December 21, 2025  



725 Immaculate Conception, Wilmington, NC (I)  John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 |www.jppc.net

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

S A M I

ELECTRIC & MORE

www.power2youelectric.com
(910) 520-6218

5564 Carolina Beach Rd
Wilmington, NC

910-452-1212
ruckerjohns.com

DAMIEN’S PAINTDAMIEN’S PAINT
AND BODY SHOPAND BODY SHOP

910-200-1784910-200-1784
WWW.DAMIENSPAINTSHOP.COMWWW.DAMIENSPAINTSHOP.COM

727 S 18TH ST727 S 18TH ST
WILMINGTON, NCWILMINGTON, NC

TREE EXPERTS

SEAN GAINES
OWNER/OPERATOR

(910) 232-2000
ACUTABOVETREEEXPERTS.COM

Licensed & Insured

SENIOR
DISCOUNT

SouthernSignCompany.com

YEAR ROUND SERVICES
Bookkeeping • Tax Preparation

Incorporations • Payroll • Free Itins
6400 Carolina Beach Rd. Unit 7, Wilmington, NC 28412

Phone: 910-221-5444 • vlosito@atax.com

Visit our website to
learn more!

www.atax.com/atax
 masonborocommons

Accurate, Reliable &
Convenient
Tax Preparation
And Business
Services

Owned & Operated by Carolina Beach residents, Vince & Kim Losito, 
who each have extensive accounting & finance experience.

CONTACT ME
Kathy Zechello

kzechello@jppc.net
(774) 245-9057

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

2109 Capital Drive
Suite 100
Wilmington, NC 28405

910-509-7107

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.jppc.net

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

Check out the latest off erings by your 
bulletin sponsors by downloading our app

SPONSORS
 support

appreciate

Coble Funeral & Cremation Services at
Greenlawn Memorial Park

910-791-4444
www.coblegreenlawn.com 

910-791-5432
Eff ective Long Term Pest Control in 
Wilmington & Surrounding Areas
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ROGER LANDSCAPES
Lawn Maintenance

Pruning & Shrub Trimming

Call Roger at
910-269-9224

stretton@charter.net

Dr. Brian P. Ford
Family Dentistry (Parishioner)

3418 South College Rd., Wilmington, NC 28412
(Pine Valley Area)

910-791-8770
Welcoming New Paients

1617 Market St.,Wilmington NC 28401
910-762-7788 | www.andrewsmortuary.com

athymesavor.com
3704 Carolina Beach Road

Wilmington

910-262-2962 Knights of Columbus
Consider joining the over 2

million members of the largest, 
lay Catholic order in the world by 

signing up today at:

kofcnc.org/ncc

Faith   Family   Fraternity
FOR A LIMITED TIME

FREE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
use promo code:
BlessedMcGivney
Wilmington, Council 1074

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & supportTM

DryerVentzCoastalCarolina.com
(910) 983-8099

We Live Here
We Work Here
We Pray Here

Serving 
Coastal 
Carolina

We WWWWWW ork H
We Pray He

erving 
Coastal 
Carolina

Julia K. Eskander, CPA
www.eskandertax.com

jkcpa@eskandertax.com
(910) 399-5713
(910) 840-3858

4018 Shipyard Blvd Suite A1
Wilmington NC 28403

Professional Estate Sale Services 
For Over 10 Years!
Donna Ciccarelli

Set-Up • Photography • Advertising • Appraisals
donna@accentsonus.com

949-686-8854

FITNESS TREEFITNESS TREE
SERVICESSERVICES,INC,INC

Michael Connaughton
Owner/President

ISA Certifi ed Arborist
Call or Fax

(910) 343-8016
VISA/MC/AMEX

Fitnesstree@gmail.com
www.FitnessTreeServices.com

6411 Carolina Beach Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

• Tree Pruning & Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Complete Cleanups
• Palm Tree Sales & Installation
• Tree Equipment For Sale

6501 Carolina Beach Rd
Wilmington, NC

www.newaypools.com

900 S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC

910-395-1868
www.juliasfl orist.com

A stunning New Continuing Care Retirement Community
 right on the Intracoastal Waterway

5450 Trinity Landing Way • Wilmington, NC • 910-398-9400 • www.trinitylanding.net

Parishioner Ruth Sheehan, Esq.
910-772-9960

1612 Military Cutoff Rd, Suite 300
Wilmington, NC 28403

3819 Park Ave., Suite B 
Wilmington, NC

910-524-8577910-524-8577
YOU MAY QUALIFY 
FOR A NEW ROOF! 

www.stormgraderoof.com

B U I L DB U I L D
Y O U R Y O U R 

C O M M U N I T YC O M M U N I T Y
- Shop Local -

P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !
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