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CAaTHOLIC DQUBHTETS
EpuCation CONTEST FOr PariSH YOUTH

Catholic Daughters Court #2444 is excited to announce the 2025-26 National
Education Contest.

Students in three age divisions (grades 4-5, grades 6-8, grades 9-12) are invited to
submit original work in one or more of three categories: essay, poetry, art. The
work must reflect ONE of the two themes of this year's contest:

‘THE LEAST OF THESE”

(Matthew 25:40)
OR

THE LEAST OF THESE: LIFTING OTHErS UP*

Entries must be received by Court #2444 by February 1, 2026. Local winners will
receive a monetary prize and their works will be submitted to compete at the
state level. State-level winning entries will be forwarded to the national level
competition.

For rules and an entry form, please contact:
Kathleen Cahill
Court #2444 Education Contest Chair
919.368.5213
or
Marie Marshall, Youth Minister
mmarshall@iccwilm.org
910.791.1003 x110



2025-2026 Education Contest Entry Form

(Tape or glue this form to the back of your entry except for music.)
MUSIC NEEDS TO HAVE PLASTIC SHEET PROTECTOR WITH ENTRY FORM AND CD OR THUMB DRIVE W/NAME ON IT, SECURED AND
MUSIC IN ANOTHER SHEET PROTECTOR. BOTH NEED TO BE SECURED.

Please type or print

Category:

Division: Grade:

Theme:

Name:(Please Print)

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone Number:

Name of School (or Court if adult):

Signed Statement: This contest entry is my own creative work. | did not copy all or any part of this entry
from any other person’s work. | agree that if my entry is a National winner, it may be published by the
National Court or put on its website.

Contestant’s Signature:

DO NOT CUT OFF THE BOTTOM OF THIS SHEET!
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ﬁ::;notfmsmnsoring Court: L mmacvlate Cﬂhblp-h’oﬂ No, 244
City of Sponsoring Court__ Welmington i state:  NC

Name of Education Chairperson: U Kathloon (hill

Phone:

Address: all LU&ML(‘G r\c\Q\f N C‘f‘

City: Wdmunaten state: N(' Zip: SLBY¢ I

This signed form MUST ACCO'(ILPANY all contest entries and be fully, legibly completed. Do not
fold or roll entries.

Note to Education Chairpersons: Please be sure to include your court name, number, city, and state as
well as the name and address of the chairperson to whom the entries are to be
returned to by the participant.
Winners will be listed on the Catholic Daughters website after August 20,2026.
Catholic Daughters of the Americas website: www.catholicdaughters.org




2024-2025 National Education
Contest

Themes/Divisions/Categories/Rules
THEMES OF CONTEST: (Choose One) He who forgives an offense seeks love. Proverbs 17:9 OR
How do | feel when | forgive?

Divisions & Categories: Note: Students may be Catholic and Non-Catholic

Division 1 Grades 4-5 Essay, Poetry, Art, ComputerArt—
Division 2 Grades 6-7-8 Essay, Poetry, Art, GemputerArt-Music-Photogrephy—
Division 3

Grades 9-10-11-12 Essay

, Poetry, Art,

T 0
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Rules: All entries must be of contestant’s own imagination and creation

Essay: Typed only, notto exceed 450 words on one page; not front and back.
Poetry: Any style of poetry, typed, not to exceed eight (8) lines

Art: Size: 8 1/2 x 11 No Lettering (your art carries the message). Do not put your name on the Art. How the theme
is carried out in Art will be part of the judging, in addition to artistic talent. Medium: Crayon, markers, ink, paints

(watercolor, acrylic, oil), charcoal, pencil (black or colored), pastels (chalk) and duct tape. No computer art and
colored in.

Vi

Comgluter Art: Size: 82" x 11"4r 8" X1 o Lettering. Agt must be artist's own crégtiogf and should fill the
majgrityef the page. NO clip arfor images imported from wel sites.

Music: Lyricsand notes myét be on professional musteg€ore paper (melody, harmony, and ac®egnpaniment, all of
which must be notsted accdrately), and must be contegfantls own creation. Pleasg/ise compositidq music papey,
with composer’s name ZD or thumb drive (no Mp3, MIDI, or otheg electronic formaig allowed) of the perfegmnancemust
accompany the entry yéingthe  music score paper #nd name on it™hile the coffiposition must be the contegjdnt's
own creation, the pegformer ofthe composition dgés not need to be thesqmpoger. No DVD.

Photography: SjZe 8" X 10" picturédgpicting the theme. Do not add matting.Xhe contestant must have faken pictube
May not be a cormputer downloaded image of a picture of a picture. Can pe color brblack and white. Zannot be a
collage. Cannét be a copy of a photography as it needs to be the gliotograph. Cag have wordg in the photo.

Judges will use rules of Clarity, Grammar, Spelling, Interpretation of Theme, and all peculiar rules in the categories
listed above.

GENERALRULES

1) Contestants may enter a Category only once but may submit entries in muitiple categories.
A local Catholic Daughters Court must sponsor contestants.

2) Entries on other themes or not conforming to the rules will be disqualified.

3) Entries will not be returned. All contest material becomes the property of the National
Court with the right to display and/or publish any or all material.

4) Decisions of the judges will be final. Judges reserve the right to make no award in a Division
or Category. Commercial entries will be disqualified. Judging will be based on the Rubric
Scoring provided.

5) A 2024-2025 Entry Form must accompany each entry properly signed and completed.
Names must be legible. Forms are to be glued or taped to back of entry, except for
Music. Music entry forms to be put in plastic sleeve and CD or thumb drive with it.

DEADLINE: Local Court Deadline is o] &5, Send your entry, complete with 2024-2025 Entry
Form to the Local Cpurt test Chairperson. If mailed, entries must be
postmarkedby___1/29/28 .

Awards: The one first place winning entry for each Category in each Division (either theme, not

both) will be forwarded to the State Contest Chairperson and the winning entries at the
State level will be forwarded to the National Education Contest Chairperson.

Awards at the local level will be determined by the local Court. Winning entry awards at the
state level will be determined by the State Court. National Prizes for each Division are:
FIRST PLACE-$100.00 SECOND PLACE-$50.00 THIRD PLACE- $25.00
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