
     During every celebration of 

Eucharist, the presider raises the 

following prayer as the congrega-

tion prepares to receive commun-

ion: “Lord Jesus Christ, you said 

to your apostles: I leave you 

peace, my peace I give you. Look 

not on our sins, but on the faith of 

your Church, and grant us the 

peace and unity of your king-

dom…” (The Order of the Mass) 

      What is this unity for which 

the presider — and all of us — 

pray? “The state or quality of be-

ing one; singleness. The state or 

quality of being in accord; har-

mony.” Its synonym, union, 

“connotes harmony, cohesiveness 

and unanimity among individuals 

united in a whole.” (American 

Heritage Dictionary of the Eng-

lish Language) 

       The unity for which we pray 

is not limited to hope of experi-

encing harmony and unanimity in 

heaven; we are called to work to-

gether in making it real. St. Fran-

cis de Sales made the following 

observation: “Since God wishes 

to make all things good and beau-

tiful, God has reduced their plu-

rality and distinction  to  perfect  

unity, and,  as it were, brought 

them all under one monarch. God 

has called all things to contribute 

to one another and all of them to 

be subject to the One who is their 

sovereign monarch. God reduces 

all our members to one body un-

der one head. Out of many per-

sons God forms a family; out of 

many families a city; out of many 

cities, a province; out of many 

provinces, a kingdom, a kingdom 

subject to a single King. Thus, 

over the countless multitude and 

variety of acts, movements, feel-

ings, inclinations, habits, pas-

sions, faculties and powers that 

are in men and women, God es-

tablishes a natural monarchy of 

the will.” (Treatise, Book I, Chap-

ter 1) 

      If it is God’s will that earth 

should reflect the unity of heaven, 

why do we experience so much 

division, contention, conflict and 

violence? Perhaps this happens 

because the unity that we seek 

conforms less with God’s will, 

and more with ours. 

       We short-circuit divine unity 

when we settle for sorry substi-

tutes. We do this most frequently 

by striving to create “harmony, 

cohesiveness and unanimity” on 

our terms, when we seek unity at 

the cost of others’ individuality. 

On an individual level, such 

‘unity’ is an expression of arro-

gance. On wholesale level, at-

tempts at achieving such ‘unity’ 

manifests itself in brutal, intoler-

ant and totalitarian regimes. 

      Herein lies the great paradox. 

Divine unity and peace can only 

be achieved by celebrating the 

rich legacy of human diversity.        

Francis de Sales observed: “The 

supreme unity of God is opposed 

to confusion and disorder, but not 

to distinction and variety. On the 

contrary, it employs distinction 

and variety to bring forth beauty 

by transforming all difference and 

diversity to proportion, proportion 

to order, and order to the unity of 

the world, which comprises all 

created things, both visible and 

invisible. All these together are 

called the universe, perhaps be-

cause all their diversity is trans-

formed to unity, as if one were to 

say ‘unidiverse,’ that is, unique 

and diverse, unique along with 

diversity and diverse with 

unity.” (Treatise, Book II, Chap-

ter 2) 

        In order for us to pursue the 

unity of God’s kingdom, we need 

to be very clear that it meets a 

divine standard, not a mere hu-

man one. We need to work to-

gether to make room for very real 

differences among very real peo-

ple. Unity is not a function of the 

lack of differences; rather, it is 

both a recognition and celebration 

of differences. Human diversity is 

not an obstacle to the peace and 

unity of God’s Kingdom. No, 

quite the contrary! In the eyes of 

God, human diversity is a beauti-

ful-and unifying-thing to behold. 
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